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Climate Change: Congress Needs to Talk

Climate change isn’t coming — it’s already here. From 
the pastor in Miami whose church basement floods 
at high tide to the homeowner in New York who is 
still rebuilding from Superstorm Sandy to the am-
bassador from Micronesia whose birthplace is now 
under water, climate change is more than a theory. 
It’s the reality of our day-to-day lives.

Overwhelmingly, people in the U.S. acknowledge 
that our planet is warming as a result of human 
activities and many are taking action.  

Individual and family choices — to opt for energy-
efficient lightbulbs, homes and cars; to purchase 
energy from renewable sources; to bring reusable 
shopping bags — make a difference. Many climate 
activists are making more radical choices to live out 
their concern for the Earth. Some Friends, for exam-
ple, are voluntarily paying a tax on their carbon use, 
donating the proceeds to sympathetic organizations. 

Businesses, schools and neighborhoods are chang-
ing, too — motivated by economics as well as a 
desire to protect the planet. General Mills  claims 
to scrutinize its greenhouse gas emissions “from 
seed to landfill.” The Rockefeller Brothers Fund has 
divested from fossil fuels. Change is happening.  

Last fall, an estimated 400,000 people joined the Peo-
ple’s Climate March in New York City. Coupled with 
hundreds of actions and demonstrations throughout 
the year, the momentum for climate action is clear.

Where Is Congress? 

President Obama has spoken for years about the 
importance of climate action, and in 2014 his admin-
istration took major steps — without Congress  — to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions and prepare for 
climate changes. These include proposed Environ-
mental Protection Agency rules to reduce carbon 

emissions from power plants, a historic agreement 
with China to reduce emissions and increase clean 
energy use, and a $3 billion commitment to the 
U.N.’s Green Climate Fund to assist developing 
countries efforts to adapt to climate change and 
mitigate its effects.

Long-term, systemic change also requires changes to 
U.S. laws. That means Congress needs to act.  

Building Bridges

In the past several years, congressional action to 
address climate change has been stuck in a divisive 
rut. Some of the divisions are partisan, some are 
regional, but they have all stymied congressional ef-
forts to make the hard but necessary choices around 
climate change: to acknowledge the impact humans 
are having on the Earth’s climate and to change our 
country’s course to mitigate those impacts. 

FCNL is leading efforts to work through these divi-
sion. In this newsletter, we share the progress we’re 
seeing on the Call to Conscience on Climate Disrup-
tion. The call encourages members to consider their 
moral obligation to current and future generations 
and how their faith calls them to act. This year, we 
can advance specific, bipartisan legislation that 
would make a difference on climate change and 
build the relationships that will enable more far-
reaching action in the next several years.  

(continued on page 2)

The earth is the Lord’s, and 
the fullness thereof; the world, 
and they that dwell therein.
Psalm 24:1
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Spring Lobby

Weekend2
01
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Join hundreds of young 
people to advocate for 
bipartisan action on         
climate change

March 14-17, 2015
Washington, DC

For more information on both programs 

and to register for Spring Lobby Weekend: 

futureadvocate.org

Join Advocacy Corps!

Want to get paid to organize 
in your own community 
for action on climate change?

The Pentagon is preparing for a 
world remade by climate change. 
The agency’s “2014 Climate 
Change Adaptation Roadmap” 
clearly lays out the connection 
between climate and national 
security. It argues that climate 
change adds to the burdens of 
already fragile and weak states, 
creating an environment ripe for 
political dissent and instability.

The threats that climate change 
pose, however, cannot be solved 
through traditional military ap-
proaches. They require nations to 
work together to mitigate the ef-
fects of climate change and adapt 
to this new world. 

The global community — and 
particularly top carbon emitters 
such as the United States — must 
make substantial reductions in 
carbon emissions. There is an 
opportunity to do just that come 
Paris 2015 at the United Nations 
Climate Change Conference. Last 
September, hundreds of thou-
sands of people (among them 
many FCNL staff and friends) 

marched in New York City in 
support of such a climate deal. 

But a global agreement to reduce 
emissions can only be part of the 
solution. Today, more than 4.5 
billion people live in countries 
predisposed to high or extreme 
climate risk — and they will feel 
those effects, even if we were to 
cut our emissions to zero today.

Nations also need to adapt, 
preparing for a more hostile and 
variable climate. Severe weather 
events, decreased water avail-
ability and shifting growing 
seasons are a few of the even-
tualities for which we and oth-
ers need to prepare. Assistance 
is most needed in developing 
countries, many of which will 
feel climate change’s effects first 
and yet have contributed least to 
anthropogenic climate change. 

In December, the U.N.’s Green 
Climate Fund, designed to assist 
developing countries in adapta-
tion and mitigation practices, met 
its initial goal of $10 billion, with 
pledges received from 24 coun-
tries. The U.S. pledged $3 billion 
over four years to the fund. We 
are encouraged by this progress 
and are working to persuade 
Congress to follow through on 
this commitment. 

Securing justice for those most 
vulnerable to climate change is 
vital for global and national 
security, it’s also necessary to live 
in right relation with others in 
our global community.    

Kate Edelen con-
tributes to FCNL’s 
work on climate 
and conflict. Previ-
ously, she was a 
Scoville Peace Fel-
low at FCNL and 
a Fulbright Post-
baccalaureate Re-

search Fellow at the Peace Research 
Institute of Oslo (PRIO) in Norway, 
where she researched how climate 
and water variability affect coopera-
tion and conflict in South Asia.

Climate and Conflict: 
What’s the Link?We’re particularly excited by expanded opportuni-

ties for students and other young adults to get in-
volved in this work: at FCNL’s Spring Lobby Week-
end in March, and through our Advocacy Corps, 
a new opportunity for young adults to work for 
climate justice in their own communities with sup-
port and compensation from FCNL. (Find out more 
about these programs at futureadvocate.org.)

Hearts Breaking Open

The scientific fact of climate change is well-estab-
lished. Its consequences are frightening. For many of 
us, the pace of congressional action and the resis-
tance of some members is heartbreaking. 

Yet, as Quaker author Parker J. Palmer reminds us, 
our hearts can break open as well as break apart.  
Speaking at FCNL’s Annual Meeting this fall, he 
talked about the heart’s ability to “break open into 
greater capacity, to hold the world suffering and to 
hold its joy.” This can result in new opportunities 
and the ability to hold our differences creatively as 
we find common ground. Change comes from this 
kind of productive heartbreak. 

As we call on members of Congress to act from a 
place of faith, your experience matters. The deci-
sions you have made personally, in community and 
in your work to walk more lightly over the Earth are 
powerful stories to share with members of Congress. 
Your experience and motivations can help get to the 
heart of our differences and, from those places, find 
a way forward together. Join us in this work. Find 
out how: fcnl.org/climatefaith. 

Climate Change  from page 1

As members of this beautiful human family, we seek 
meaningful commitments from our leaders and 
ourselves, to address climate change for our shared 
future, the Earth and all species, and the generations 
to come. 

~ “Facing the Challenge of Climate Change,” a joint 
statement by FCNL, Quaker Earthcare Witness, and the 
Quaker United Nations Office and endorsed by dozens of 
Quaker groups.

See more statements from Quakers: fcnl.org/climatefaith
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“Will you publicly state that Congress must act on 
climate change, out of concern for your own chil-
dren and future generations?”

People across the country are asking their members 
of Congress this question as part of a Call to Con-
science on Climate Disruption. Working with other 
environmental and religious groups, FCNL trains 
and supports delegations to meet with their repre-
sentatives and speak from the heart about a shared 
concern for creation. 

This simple request is not easily achieved. In the 
past year, however, we’ve made progress toward 
bipartisan recognition of climate change and the 
need for Congress to act. This shared agreement can 
then become the basis from which to advance spe-
cific policy proposals: price on carbon, sustainable 
energy development, and other ways of responsibly 
using and rightly sharing the world’s resources.

The First Step:  Admitting the Problem

To solve the problem of climate change, Congress 
must first acknowledge its existance and the human 
contribution to it. Most legislators privately acknowl-
edge these facts. Fewer have been willing to lead 
with legislative solutions. 

Why this reluctance?  A Bloomberg News story last 
summer (“Many Republicans Privately Support Ac-
tion on Climate,” by Anthony Adragna, 8/15/14) con-
cluded that the overheated rhetoric on both sides is a 
key deterrent. As former Ohio Rep. Steve LaTourette 
observed, “A lot of it has to do with people calming 
down and saying let’s have a conversation.” 

FCNL is helping those conversations to happen. 
Talking to members of Congress about climate 
change from a faith and moral perspective is a prac-
tical, political strategy to establish common ground. 
These conversations are also openings for heartfelt 
connections with members of Congress and their 
staff that open new possibilities for action together.  

In Congress, as across the country, climate change 
can seem like a partisan issue. It doesn’t have to 
be. The call to care for God’s creation and protect 
the most vulnerable among us are messages that 
transcend party affiliation and ideology. For many 
members of Congress, they echo the reasons they 
began public service in the first place.

Call to Conscience on Climate Disruption

Over the past two years, FCNL has worked to 
develop this kind of climate advocacy. Our lobby-
ists and constituents around the country have made 
more than 150 visits to congressional offices. We’ve 
worked particularly to encourage people of differ-
ent faiths to lobby together. In 20 states, interfaith 
delegations supported by FCNL and our partners 
have met with 40 representatives or their staff. These 
delegations have included religious leaders, univer-
sity presidents, high school teachers and students, 
and members of the business and environmental 
communities. FCNL staff then follow up with these 
members to ask for a commitment to acknowledge 
climate change and to take legislative action. 

The delegations ask questions such as:  What does 
your faith lead you to say and do about climate dis-
ruption?  What do you envision telling your children 
and all children what you plan to do about climate 
disruption? What you do envision your legacy will 
be on this issue? Will you acknowledge that climate 
change is human-induced, happening, and a grave 

threat to present and future 
generations? Will you co-sponsor 
a congressional resolution to this 
effect?

These powerful conversations 
are having results. Sometimes, 
members of Congress are able to 
make commitments, Rep. Mike 
Fitzpatrick (Republican-PA) 
agreed to cosponsor legislation 
about climate change adaptation 
after meeting with FCNL’s Emily 
Wirzba and a group of middle 
school students from Yardley 
Friends Meeting. Sometimes the 
result is an openness to keep 
talking. In one district, after an 
hour-long conversation, a legisla-
tor reflected that he resonated 
with the approach and promised 
to bring up climate disruption 
with his colleagues.  

Moving Forward in Congress

Through relationship-building, 
conversation and a consistent 
moral call to action, we are 
encouraging members of Con-
gress to act. In September, Rep. 
Chris Gibson (R-NY) agreed to 
draft legislation to recognize the 
reality of climate change and its 
effects and to make this one of 
his priority issues for 2015. This 
statement came after several 
meetings with his constituents, 
supported by FCNL. (See their 
letter to the editor on p. 7.)

We are building support among 
other members of Congress for 
Rep. Gibson’s effort. This work 
will get a big boost in March, 
when we expect more than 250 
young people in Washington 
advocating for congressional ac-
tion on climate change as part of 
FCNL’s Spring Lobby Weekend. 

Senators, too, are starting to 
speak more publicly about cli-
mate change. Sen. Brian Schatz’s 
(D-HI) January amendment to 
Keystone Pipeline legislation 
both stated the reality of climate 
change and acknowledged that 
human activity significantly 
contributes to it. The amendment 
didn’t pass, but it successfully 
put 50 senators, both Democrats 
and Republicans, on the record 
in support of this position. (Find 
out how your senators voted: fcnl.
org/climatefaith.)

There is more to do. Yet, we have 
shown that, by engaging in a 
respectful way with members of 
Congress from across the politi-
cal spectrum, and coming at the 
conversation from a place of faith 
and moral values, it is possible to 
bring people together around the 
need to act on climate change.  
Some of these conversations will 
lead to results this year, some 
may not bear fruit until several 
years in the future, but they are 
all important. As we work to 
shift the congressional dialogue 
on climate disruption, we seek to 
voice a message that diminishes 
partisanship and promotes a 
shared vision of partnership for 
our common future.  We invite 
you to be part of this work.

Others Joining FCNL in the Call to Conscience

We’re pleased to collaborate with these national 
organizations: 

Citizens Climate Lobby, Coalition on Environment in Jewish 
Life, Columban Center for Advocacy and Outreach, The 
Episcopal Church, Franciscan Action Network, GreenFaith, 
Interfaith Power & Light, Maryknoll Office of Global Con-
cerns, The National Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People (NAACP), Religious Action Center for Reform 
Judaism, Sisters of Mercy, Sojourners, United Church of 
Christ, Unitarian Universalist Association, and World Evan-
gelical Association. 

Join the Call to Conscience!

Find out how you and your meeting, 
church or other group can take part 
and help move Congress to act for an 
earth restored.  

fcnl.org/climatefaith

As Quakers, we endeavor to align our 
values with our actions — in the way 
that we lobby, and in our decisions 
about our presence on Capitol Hill.

In 1999, faced with a roof that was 
falling down, we needed a new build-
ing. The renovation of our Civil-War-
era structure, located across from the 
Senate offices, was an opportunity to 
live out our work for an earth restored.  
With the support of our architects 
and thousands of people across the 
country, we began construction on 
the first LEED certified green building 
on Capitol Hill in 2003. 

Our green footprint on Capitol Hill 
continues to grow. As part of a 
Capital Campaign launched in 2012, 
we are renovating the building next 
door to our office at 205 C St. NE 
to create a Quaker Welcome Center 
and coach visitors who are grassroot 
lobbyists on the hill. We continue to 
seek ways that our lives can speak for 
the policies we advocate: for energy 
efficiency, regulation of carbon and a 
moral call to action on climate. 

Letting Our 
Lives Speak 

Climate Advocacy from the Heart: A Path to Action



Such is the predicament of the 
Anthropocene Era. The scope of 
the solutions must be massive to 
address the massive problems we 
face. It will take a collective social 
and political change larger than 
the civil rights movement. It will 
take a global financial and infra-
structural commitment greater 
than the Marshall Plan. 

There is no shortage of viable 
policy solutions. There’s a short-
age of heart. The environmental 
writer Andrew Revkin recounts 
how, “[i]n a discussion over din-
ner, Walter Munk, at 96 one of 
great oceanographers of modern 
times, spoke not of gigatons of 
carbon or megawatts of electric-
ity: ‘This requires a miracle of 
love and unselfishness,’ he said.”

This is why I feel blessed to 
advocate on behalf of FCNL for 

action on climate change. The 
source of the change starts from 
where so many faith traditions 
reside. Walter Monk’s call for a 

“miracle” begins from loving the 
Creator and all He has created 
with all of our heart, soul, mind 
and strength. Applicable to all, 
whether religious, spiritual or 
atheist, it means intentional focus 
on the Golden Rule. We must do 
unto others — a whole world full 
of others — as we would have 
others do unto us. 

This is a “radical” return to com-
monly understood principles. It 
has resonated with so many of 
the faith leaders with whom I 
have been in conversation. 

But partisanship — adherence to 
the few in one’s one party above 
the whole world full of others 

— is devastating to the heart we 
need for actions.  George Wash-
ington in his farewell address, 
held that partisanship is a kind 
of despotism ruinous to the na-
tion. We must humble ourselves, 
drop self-righteousness and par-
tisanship affiliations, and talk to 
those who may not agree with us. 
According to Moshe Dayan, “If 
we want to make peace, we don’t 
talk just to our friends. We talk to 
our adversaries.”  

This is what we aspire to embody 
in the Call to Conscience on 
Climate Disruption. The love and 
humility cultivated from within, 
then reflected outward to mani-
fest the beauty and potential of 
our participatory democracy to 
reflect the moral character of our 
peoples, focused at this moment 
in time, upon the most urgent of 
issue of our generation.  From here 
is where the solutions emanate.  
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You Can Help Sustain FCNL with a Monthly Gift!

Want more information? 
Visit fcnl.org/donate/sustain/ or call Development Manager, Sara Robich, at 800-630-1330 ext. 2529

Former FCNL Young Fellow Caroline Anderson became an FCNL Sustainer 
in 2010 and thinks it is a great way to support the organization’s mission 
on Capitol Hill. “I work at a non-profit,” she told us, “and by donating a 
small amount each month I can easily work the gift into my budget—
without even thinking about it. As a monthly donor, I help sustain work on 
issues I care about, like Peacebuilding.”

          — Caroline Anderson, Washington, DC

There is bipartisan support for action on climate 
change in Congress. Find out about this legislation 
and how you can support it as it is introduced this 
year: fcnl.org/climatefaith.

1. Make buildings more energy efficient. Senators 
Rob Portman (R-OH) and Jeanne Shaheen (D-NH) 
proposed the Energy Efficiency and Industrial Com-
petitiveness Act. This would update building codes 
and create incentives to build more efficiently. These 
changes could remove 650 million metric tons of 
CO2 from the atmosphere; create more than 190,000 
jobs; and save families; governments and businesses 
nearly $100 billion, according to a study by the 
American Council for an Energy-Efficient Economy. 
(113th Congress: S. 2262. Awaiting reintroduction)

2. Get rid of environmental “super pollutants.”  
Senators Susan Collins (R-ME)  and Chis Murphy 
(D-CT) proposed the Super Pollutants Act to reduce 
short-lived climate pollutants, which are responsible 
for around 40 percent of global warming. The bill 
focused on reducing hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs), 
black carbon and methane. (113th Congress: S. 2911. 
Awaiting reintroduction)

3. Mitigate the damage of climate change. Reps. 
Tom Cole (R-OK) and Matt Cartwright (D-PA) 

proposed the Preparedness and Risk Management 
for Extreme Weather Patterns Assuring Resilience 
Act (the PREPARE Act). This bill seeks to mitigate 
the possible damages of climate change by working 
with local, state and federal government to adopt 
resiliency, preparedness and risk management plans, 
with no cost to taxpayers. (113th Congress: H.R. 5314 
Awaiting Reintroduction)

4. Acknowledge human-caused climate change 
and commit to legislative solutions. Rep. Chris 
Gibson (R-NY) is planning to introduce a resolution 
affirming the science of climate change and commit-
ting to a legislative solution. Interfaith lobbying 
efforts that were part of FCNL’s Call to Conscience 
on Climate Disruption played a significant role in 
Rep. Gibson’s decision to lead on this issue.   

4 Ways Congress Is Addressing Climate Change Now

Published October 8, 2014
Hudson, N.Y.

We, the six Columbia County 
residents listed below, met with 
U.S. Rep. Chris Gibson three days 
after the climate march in New 
York City to ask whether he would 
do something big about climate 
change; specifically, would he 
help lead an effort in Congress to 
acknowledge the fact of climate 
disruption and commit to doing 
something about it? To our amaze-
ment and gratitude, he agreed, 
promptly and enthusiastically!

While a resolution acknowledging 
the problem is a far cry from solv-
ing it, it’s a necessary first step. 

…We appreciate Rep. Gibson’s 
willingness to hear our views and 
express his own. We are grate-
ful that he shares our concerns 
and we commend him for being a 
faithful custodian of our world.

Karen Frishkoff, 
Roman Catholic, Ghent 

Pamela Lappies, 
Congregational/United Church of 
Christ, Canaan

Joseph and Constance Mondel, 
Roman Catholic, Spencertown

Raeph Sanderson, 
Presbyterian, Hillsdale 

Nancy Smith, 
Quaker, Claverack

Radical Return from page 8

The Path to Peace Is Lined With Love

In the January 2015 issue of Friends Journal, FCNL’s Jose 
Aguto and Emily Wirzba write about the strategic and spiri-
tual paths to moving Congress toward climate action.  

Read the article: fcnl.org/climatefaith It would go a long way 
to caution and direct 
people in their use of 
the world, that they 
were better studied 
and knowing in the 
Creation of it. For how 
could [they] find the 
confidence to abuse it, 
while they should see 
the great Creator stare 
them in the face, in all 
and every part of it?

William Penn, 1693
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A Radical Return to Common Principles

Climate change is consid-
ered by many to be the 
greatest challenge facing 
humanity.  We are the first 
generation to recognize 
the errors in the way we 
live our lives, and perhaps 

the last generation able to do something about it.  
The stakes are vast and monumental.  

Asterio Takesy, Ambassador for the Federated States 
of Micronesia, talked about the stakes for his nation 
in his address to faith leaders at the Religions for the 
Earth conference in New York City last September:  

We come together out of the common convic-
tion that we are common heir of the earth and 
its bounties. And that our inheritance is in great 
peril... 

[In Micronesia] we live on the crop called taro.  
It grows in a swampy area.  The sea level rise 
is pushing up the water level and it has already 
reached a quarter of the taro patches across 
Micronesia.  They still grow, but they are unfit 
to eat.  Many of our islands depend upon water 
from the well.  Many of the wells are no longer 
fit for human consumption. 

We are just 6 feet above sea level.  I was born in 
a home 500 yards from the sea.  My house is no 
longer there. If we continue in this way, we will 
be history, maybe in this very century.

Last fall, FCNL brought Amb. Takesey to a congres-
sional briefing on the impact of sea level rise. He 
told his story to members of Congress and their 
staff. Other speakers gave scientific, faith and tribal 
perspectives and spoke of the devastation their com-
munities already face from the changing climate.

Jose Aguto is FCNL’s lead 
lobbyist on climate policy. 
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